A 57ers ACCOUNT OF THE
46™ ARBORFIELD OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION REUNION 24-26 JUL2009

Just thought | would put together a brief account
with some photos of this year’s reunion, mainly
for the benefit of those 57ers who could not
attend. Most of us met up at the Brams as usual
before booking into camp at 5pm. When Mike
Heslop & | turned up at about 1530 hrs the
following were already into theirs1lor 2" pint.
Johnny Glasspool, Jim Woollam, Tez Cabhill 22,
Jim Elliott, Mike Carn, Bob Sleep, Bob Roberts
55, & Peter Church. The others Jim Gardner, Les
Fountain, George Vince, John Morgan, Mike
O’Driscoll, Joe Upritchard, Brad Cockwell, Barry
Baxter & Tom Webber arrived shortly after us.

Left to Right: Mike Carn, Bob Roberts 55, Peter (i)
Bob Sleen & Jim Elliot

Left to Right: Mike Carn, Jim Woollam, Mike Heslofim
Elliott, Tom Webber, Bob Roberts & Johnny Glasspool
Under the umbrella: George Vince & Les Founi

Shortly after 5pm most of us departed the Brams

and booked in at Hazebrouck Barracks. After a
lengthy booking in procedure we found our
rooms. 10 were in the transit accommodation, 8 in
one room and 2 others had to share with other
intakes in the adjacent room. The accommodation
block had recently been refurbished so we soon
settled in very comfortably. After unpacking and
getting dressed in collar and tie we trudged over
to the Sgt's Mess and met the other 57ers who

Left to Right: Jim Elliott, Tom Webber, Johnny Gdasol
& Jim Gardner
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Joe (Paddy) Upritchard talking with Les Fountain
were slumming it in the Mess accommodation.
Drinks were soon flowing at half the price to the
Brams and we immediately got into yester year
and catching up on news, especially with the new
comers Bob Roberts, Joe Upritchard, Jim Elliott,
and John Morgan and later on when he arrived
Bill Tudman. Most of us commented on the fact
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Mike Heslop proposing a toast (Not sure, but | kHimat
was what he was doinwith Bob Roberts looking ¢
that we all had to wear collar and tie in the Mess

but the residing incumbents were all in casual
dress. After the curry was served the Friday
evening passed very quickly and most of us minus
Mike Heslop retired to our rooms and got tucked
up in bed ready for Saturday’s events. | woke to
the sound of the ablutions door continually
banging along the corridor, so it was time to get
up and get sorted ready for breakfast. A good
hearty full fried breakfast was had by most, then
back to the rooms to get ready for parade. Most of
us crossed the foot bridge to the old Bailleul site
then into Rowcroft barracks and we assembled
behind the only remaining brick building at the
top of the schools original drill square, where we
did numerous parades and rodeos back in 1957 —
60. Here we found Brian Glossop and Keith
Allcock who had turned up to join our ranks. It
wasn't long before the Sergeant Major started
barking at us, but pleasantly enough to invite us
all for a glass of port. A toast was given to the
AOBA., so it was bottoms up and then down to
the real shouting from those men in khaki as we
were herded into 2 platoons ready to march on
parade. Before we marched on several instructions
were given i.e. switch off mobile phones, keep
distance between platoons, if you feel faint
etc.,etc. The parade went reasonably well until
after the inspecting officer, Colonel Alistair
Duncan

Chief of Staff DEME(A) completed inspecting
our platoon. Shortly after he left to inspect the
other platoon, and we were given the order to
stand at ease, a mobile phone rang out in the
middle of our ranks. A rather timid JOHN
MORGAN answered his phone to say “Not now
darling I'm on parade”

John Morgan speaking on his mobile whilst on parade
That must be worth 7 days in the glasshouse

| must mention at this point that | had been
looking for Bill Tudman in the spectator seats in
front of us only to be told that he was on parade
with us and was behind me in the rear rank. Bill
has emphysema and when | looked Bill was
gasping for breath but would not leave the ranks.
After some coaxing he eventually left to receive
some treatment, however he was soon back on
parade ready for the march pass. As we marched

Memorial Garden
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off the square to the sounds of the City of
Rochester Pipe Band we lost the step a couple of
times before we were halted in front of the
memorial garden, which is located where the old
camp hall used to be. We were fell-out and given
the Drum Head Service programme and beakers

of water. We all gathered around the
garden and the
service started.
Before the act of
remembrance the
names of all ex
AOB who had

passed away during
the last year where read out by Fred Mills, the
Membership Secretary, and crosses bearing their
names and intakes were displayed in front of the
garden. It was a poignant time for 57ers as we had
lost one of our own DAVE FOLLETT 57A.

The Last Post was
sounded and the 2
minutes silence was
followed by the
Reveille call. After
singing the National
Anthem and
receiving the Blessing the service finished and we
gathered together for a group photograph. It was
now back to the Mess for the BBQ lunch and
drinks. It was nice to get all 22 of us in one plac
albeit it took a long time to get em all to assenbl

for a 57 group photo, and even then we missed
Mike Carn who disappeared to his room not
feeling too well. The afternoon went so quick that

| didn’t even get time to look around the museum
or SEAE workshops. Before we knew it tea was
served followed by the AGM. The Chairman Col
Brian Hutchings conducted the meeting in his
usual way, short and sharp, so we didn't hang
around too long. A lot of business was done,
however the most important thing to report is that
the move of the REME Garrison to South Wales
has now been put on hold owing to the economic
down turn. This means that the number of future
AOBA Reunions to be held at Arborfield will be
significantly more than expected. After the AGM
some tried to relax although there was not a lot of
time left before the Annual Dinner. Before being
called into dinner we all met in the Regimental
Restaurant where a bar had been set up. We all
grabbed our beers and took them in with us when
the guests arrived and were escorted into dinner.
We were a little disappointed that on the seating
plan that they had separated the 57 intakes. 6 were
seated on one side of the room and 16 of us on the
opposite side; we couldn’t even see one another.
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The food and wine was soon dished up as the
Stephen Nye Quintet played various pieces of
music. After the usual toasts and speeches were
concluded the whole room burst into song with a
few verses of “The Reds are here”. Soon after we
were given an interesting presentation on the
REME'’s roll in Afghanistan. Not sure of the time
but probably after 2300hrs most of us walked
back across to the Mess and continued the reunion

Left to Right: Trixie Traves, Pete Church, Johnrgsspool,
John Morgan & Tez Cahill.
talking & drinking until the early hours. Again |
didn’t hear Mike Heslop come into our room, but
apparently he was rescued by the minibus driver
and deposited back to the transit accommodation
well after we had all retired. Sunday morning was
a more civilised awakening as most of us slept in
a lot later owing to someone stuffing a newspaper
above the ablutions door to stop it banging. After
another good breakfast it was time to pack up,
strip our beds and say our farewells.
Unfortunately because breakfasts were served in
two separate buildings we never got to formally
say goodbye to those 57ers staying in the Mess
accommodation.

During the weekend copies of e-mails and letters
sent in by other 57ers who could not attend this
year’s reunion were circulated in a blue binder for
all to see. They were from: Jim CIiff who was
moving house from Germany to Suffolk the same
weekend as the reunion. Three of our regular
reunion attendees Derek Wheatland, Bob Sisson
& Arthur Gibson also sent in their apologies.
Derek was taken seriously ill in Jan 09 with
Vasculitis (Inflammation of blood vessels) which
is a life threatening condition. Glad to announce
that Derek is slowly on the mend after a host of
treatments including chemotherapy, however he
will be on medication for the rest of his life. Bob
went in hospital for an infected gall bladder
removal, however when they operated
complications arose as they also found a large
abscess. Bob is now back at home recovering.
Arthur had a serious chest infection and was
warned not to travel in case he contracted flu. |
think the real reason why Arthur didn’t come was
because he was on antibiotics and wouldn’t be
able to drink alcohol. Arthur recently e-mailed me
to say that the medication had worked and he is
now back in the pink. All three said that they want
to be at next years reunion. Other apologies came
from Eric Broomhall clash of dates with family
gathering, Mick Oulds prior commitments, Chris
Kemp wanted to come but plans got changed at
the last minute. Dennis Noble, Jim Stares,
Norman Jackson, Joe O’Brien, Mike Green &
Henry Fuller all sent in apologies but no reasons
given. The guys in Australia & Canada Jim
Birrell, Peter Drake & Derek Driver sent in their
best wishes. Recently we tracked down Dave
Drummond and eventually | received an e-mail
from him; however he seems reluctant to get
involved with reunions and in his words “Not
worried if you say you are in contact” Because we
had so many 57ers ill 3 get well cards were
circulated for signing also a moving home card
for Jim CIiff. The cards were sent to Derek, Bob,
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Arthur and Jim on the following Monday together
with the group photo taken of us all at reunion 09.

Mike Green, Jim Hamilton, Chris Kemp, Mike
O’Driscoll, Bob Roberts 55, Bob Sisson,

1957 INTAKES GROUP PHOTO (Taken 25 July 2009)
Back Row L — R: Les Fountain, Barry Baxter, Jim Elliott, Bob Sleep, Tom Webber, Keith Allcock & Brad Cockwell

Centre Row L — R: Tez Cabhill, John Morgan, Joe (Paddy) Upritchard, Mike O’Driscoll, Mike Heslop, Peter
Church, George Vince, Jim Woollam, John Glasspool, Bob Roberts & William (Tuddy) Tudman

Front Row Kneeling L — R: Brian Glossop, Roger (Trixie) Traves & Jim Gardner

(Note 21 on photo, 22 attended the reunion. Mike Carn not on photo.)

General Information

Contact Roll: To keep you all informed we are in
contact with the following, however not all are
active members of the AOBAJA intake: Barry
Baxter, Dave Cahill 29, Brad Cockwell, Robin
Coppard, Peter Corbett 20, Peter Drake, Derek
Driver, Jim Elliott, Les Fountain, Vince Fuller,
Jim Gardner, Arthur Gibson, Brian Glossop,

Bob Sleep, George Timms, Roger Traves, Bill
Tudman, George Vince, Ray Walker, Tom
Webber, Kenny Wilson, Jim Woollam, John
Crisford, Barry Cussens, Peter Jones 74, Rob Lee,
Rob Luck, Dennis Noble, John Pover, Joe
Upritchard & lan Wilson. Total 3757B intake:
Keith Allcock, Eric Broomhall, Tez Cahill 22,
Mike Carn, Peter Church, Peter Corbett 71, lan
Forbes, Jim Fox, John Glasspool, Jim Hamill,
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Dennis Herbert, Mike Heslop, Jim Hynes,
Norman Jackson, Brian Jasper, Peter McGuiggan,
John Morgan, Les Mungeam, Joe O’Brien, Mick
Oulds, Fred Ordynski, Dave Roberts 10, Derek
Wheatland, Jim Birrell, Alan Clasby, Dave
Drummond, Godfrey Flindall, John Higgins,
Roger Hoskins, Rod Newbury, John Pudge,
Charlie Leah & Jim Stares. Total 33.

New Finds: We have found the following 57ers
during the last 18 months. 57A’s are: John
Crisford, Barry Cussens, Jim Elliott, Bob Roberts
55, Joe Upritchard, Bill Tudman & Dennis Noble.
57B’s are: Jim Birrell & Dave Drummond.

Finding more 57ers: We are continually
searching for more of our 57 intake. If you have
any leads to the possible whereabouts of any of
them please get in touch and we will try and track
them down. lan Forbes has recently enquired
about Jack Hindle, does anybody have any info on
Jack? | think Jack was initially posted to Germany
and went para, but | never come across him
during mans service. If anybody knows for
example where he initially came from, if he had
brothers & sisters, did he get married, if so wiife
children’s names, his last posting, when did he
leave the Army, what civilian employment did he
take up etc., etc., as any of these type of details
could lead us in the right direction.

AOBA Reunion_Attendance: For several years
the 57ers attendance to AOBA reunions has been
in excess of 20 and for our BGnniversary in
2007 we exceeded 40. | have been told that the
1960 intakes are trying to beat our record forrthei
50" at the next reunion. | wish them good luck!

Ad Hoc Meetings: A suggestion for those 57ers

who live abroad and visit Blighty occasionally. If

you want to meet up with some of your intake
while you are here please let me know and
perhaps we will be able to arrange a hooley.

57 Intakes Photo Album: | have received many

comments about the new 57ers album, majority

have been good and only one suggestion where an
improvement could have been made. The

suggestion was that the hard front cover could

have been given a title. This had already been
considered, however the cost for embossing the
front cover proved to be too expensive.

Dougie Huxley: We have heard that Dougie
should be out of hospital now, so on behalf of all
57ers | will send him a get well card together with
a copy of this article.

lan McGowan 57A (DeceasedRecently | have
been in contact with the widow of lan McGowan
57A relegated to 57B. We were not aware that lan
had died at such a young age of 32. The family
are desperately trying to find photos and info on
his Army Career. Up to now | have managed to
find his face in a photo in the ranks of a march
pass, and Norman Jackson has given me some
recollections of lan whilst at Arborfield and in
mans service. If anybody else can help with
photos or have any info about lan, please let me
know, as the family would be internally grateful.

Memorial for our Colleagues: The tribute on
page 11 is for those 57ers who we know have
gone to the big bed space in the skies.
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AOBA REUNION 24 — 26 JULY 2009

MEMORIAL
For our Fallen
Colleagues
In memory of our 57 intake Colleagues who we know have passed away
Ben Allhouse 57A, David Follett 57A, Eric Grantham57A
lan McGowan 57A, John Rycraft 57A, Colin Beadle 57B
Peter Boardman 57B, Hugh Hind 57B, Bob Wilcoxson 57B
and
any other colleagues of our intake who may have passed

away without our knowledge.
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